
8th Grade Science 
Mendenhall Middle School 

Mr. Sabater – Room 33 
 

Curriculum 

This year students will explore several areas of science following the Next Generation Science 
Standards adopted by the state of California. The NGSS will be taught with an integrated 
approach, incorporating Physical, Life, and Earth & Space Sciences. Earth Science units will 
include the Fossil Record and Geologic Time Scale; Physical Science units will include Forces & 
Motion, Energy & Waves, and Space Exploration; and Life Science units will include Genetics, 
Adaptations, and Natural Selection. While exploring these branches of science, students will be 
using the NGSS Science & Engineering practices such as 1) Asking Questions 2) 
Developing/Using Models 3) Planning/Carrying Out Investigations and more, all while 
incorporating the Disciplinary Core Ideas and Cross Cutting Concepts. 
 
Educational Materials 

Students will be supplied with a 3-Pronged Folder which will be stored in the classroom. Many 
students prefer and are welcome to use a 1” Binder instead of the provided folder, however it 
is the responsibility of the student to provide a binder they wish to keep in the classroom. 
 
-Students are welcome to take their science binders / folders home to complete their 
assignments or to study, however there will be designated storage space in the class to keep 
science binders. Students are responsible for any lost or missing assignments. 
 
Grades 
The grading scale is based on the percentage of points earned as follows: A = 90%; B = 80%;  
C = 70%; D = 60%. Parents and students are encouraged to periodically access grades on-line 
throughout the year at http://mendenhall.schoolloop.com/. 
 
Grades will consist of homework, Binder Packets, labs, projects, test/quizzes, & participation.  
All assignments must be properly labeled with the student’s name, date, and period.  Neatness, 
organization, and complete sentences are expected of all work turned in for a grade.   
 

Homework  

Students should expect a few homework assignments throughout each unit; however, there 
will be plenty of time in class to complete these assignments. Each day students are expected 
to write down the daily agenda and any due dates to ensure that they are well prepared for the 
following day.  
 

 

 

 



Make-Up Work 
Upon the student’s arrival from an absence, students should 1) Check the Absent Bin for any 
worksheets handed out, 2) Update their table of contents, and 3) Check in with a peer to 
determine if any additional assignments were missed. If students need assistance making up 
their assignments, they are welcome to arrange a time to meet with me after school. As per 
school policy for excused absences, students have the same number of days to make up any 
assigned work with no penalty. In order to maintain relevancy to what students are currently 
learning, Late work may be turned in ONLY until the end of the current unit. Full credit will not 
be given to any late work turned in. 
 
Classroom Expectations 

As a student, you have a responsibility to learn and to allow others to do so as well.  To make 
this possible, certain behaviors are expected of you in the classroom.   
 

These expected behaviors are: 
1. Be Safe 
2. Be Respectful 
3. Be Responsible 

 
Late/Tardy 

Students are expected to be seated and ready for class before the late bell. Students who arrive 
to class following the late bell without an excused late/tardy pass will be given a 15-minute 
detention which must be served after school on the date the detention was given or the 
following school day. Failure to serve this teacher detention in the given time will result in the 
detention being doubled to which then the detention must be served with the after-school 
supervisor. 
 
Questions? 

If you have any questions about this class or your child’s performance, please feel free to 
contact me through e-mail. Additionally, I look forward to meeting parents at Back to School 

Night on Thursday, September 5th. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Sabater 
Email: jsabater@lvjusd.k12.ca.us 
 



 
 

8th Grade Science 

Full Length Movie Information Sheet 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

At times throughout the year we will be using movies in class to supplement lessons. These movies have the possibility of 

having a rating of PG/PG-13 (parental guidance).  If you do not want your child to participate in the viewing of these videos 

please send your child’s teacher an email through school loop, be sure to identify which films you would like them excused 

from. Students not viewing the films will be provided with alternate activities that meet the CA NGSS standards. If you have 

any questions please feel free to contact any one of us. This permission slip applies to the following movies: 

October Sky  (PG): Film based on a true story, documenting a group of young boys working together to design a 

functioning rocket. This film addresses the following NGSS Space Science & Engineering Design Standards; 

MS-ETS1-1. Define the criteria and constraints of a design problem with sufficient precision to ensure a successful solution, taking 

into account relevant scientific principles and potential impacts on people and the natural environment that may 

limit possible solutions. 

 

Apollo 13 (PG): Film based on a true story, documenting the dramatic efforts to safely return the astronauts back 

to Earth. This film addresses the following NGSS Space Science & Engineering Design Standards; 

MS-ETS1-1. Define the criteria and constraints of a design problem with sufficient precision to ensure a successful solution, taking 

into account relevant scientific principles and potential impacts on people and the natural environment that may 

limit possible solutions. 

MS-ETS1-2. Evaluate competing design solutions  using a systematic process to determine how well they meet the criteria and 

constraints of the problem. 

 

The Martian (PG-13): Film, provides a futuristic view of space exploration and the possibility of 

colonizing Mars. This film addresses the following NGSS Space Science & Engineering Design Standards; 

MS-ETS1-1. Define the criteria and constraints of a design problem with sufficient precision to ensure a successful solution, taking 

into account relevant scientific principles and potential impacts on people and the natural environment that may 

limit possible solutions. 

MS-ETS1-2. Evaluate competing design solutions  using a systematic process to determine how well they meet the criteria and 

constraints of the problem. 

 

Robots  (PG):  Animated film that addresses the following NGSS Human Impact & Forces and Interactions 

Standards; 

MS-ESS3-3. Apply scientific principles to design a method for monitoring and minimizing a human impact on the environment.  

MS-PS2-1. Apply Newton’s Third Law to design a solution to a problem involving the motion of two colliding object. 

 

 


